
USE OF AUTOMOBILE CONTRACT 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Congratulations! You have received your driver’s license and have shown yourself to be 
responsible enough to have access to an automobile/car. The use of an automobile is a 
tremendous responsibility and as your parents we want to help you to be a successful and safe 
driver. 
 
The basis for the contract is to introduce you to the detail and complexity of “official” contracts 
and is established out of the love, trust and mutual respect we share. This contract pertains to 
the agreement between Abe and Amy Smith and Abigail Smith outlining Abigail’s use and 
operation of any automobile.   
 
PARTIES 
 
The parties to this contract are James A. Smith Sr. and Amy J. Smith (hereinafter referred to as 
“Abe” and “Amy”) and Abigail G. Smith (hereinafter referred to as “Abigail”). 
 
DURATION 
 
The term of this agreement shall apply until all of the following events have occurred: 
1.  Abigail’s 18th birthday; and 
2. Abe and Amy cease contributing to the insurance, maintenance and/or use of the automobile. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
Abigail acknowledges that the family’s automobiles are purchased and owned by Abe and Amy.  
Abigail may refer to a car as hers, but the official ownership remains with Abe and Amy for the 
duration of the contract.  Abigail acknowledges that the privilege of operating an automobile 
comes with many financial responsibilities including the cost of the car, insurance, gas, and 
maintenance costs.  Abe and Amy agree to assume these basic financial responsibilities so that 
Abigail may concentrate her energies on academics (her job), activities and church functions 
rather than obtaining a job to help pay for these costs.  Although Abigail may have a job, her 
first priority is to her academics and commitments. Abe and Amy and Abigail will establish 
guidelines of normal vehicle use.  Costs of operating a vehicle above these normal levels will be 
paid by Abigail. 
 
TERMS 
 
The terms of this agreement are as follows: 
 
(1) RECOGNITION 
 
Abigail acknowledges that driving an automobile is both a privilege and a responsibility.  The 
privilege will be forfeited if the responsibilities are not complied with or abandoned. 
 
(2) SAFETY 



 
Abigail acknowledges that driving an automobile properly and safely requires focus and 
concentration.  Distractions such as cell phones, car stereo equipment and other people in the 
car can interfere with the needed concentration.  The following restrictions are established to 
help with safety. 
 

A. Cell phone will not be physically used while driving, and will be placed in the 
glovebox, console, or a purse/bag, while the car is being operated. 

B. For the first three months, bluetooth features may be used to receive calls from 
immediate family only and to access map apps if needed. After three months, 
bluetooth may be used, if needed, to make and receive calls beyond immediate 
family.  

C. Abe and Amy recognize the value of music in a teenager’s life, however, music is 
not a priority while driving. Changing music stations, playing songs via Bluetooth 
and the like should not done while the car is in motion. 

D. Abigail will adhere to the state laws governing the number of passengers 
allowed to ride in any car and at no time will the number of passengers exceed 
the number of seats in the car that are equipped with seat belts. 

E. The car will not be driven at any time until all passengers have fastened their 
seat belts. 

F. No passenger will be allowed to possess alcoholic beverages in the car.  
G. No passenger will be allowed to smoke or use tobacco products in the car. 
H. No objects will be thrown from the car. 
I. Any passenger who does not comply with items A-H will be removed from the 

car. Abe and/or Amy will be contacted to assist in getting the removed 
passenger to his or her needed location. 

J. The car will, at all times, be driven in compliance with the Texas Motor Vehicle 
Code, and other state laws if applicable. 

K. At no time is anyone allowed to drive “your” car. 
L. Abigail agrees to immediately contact Abe and/or Amy if she is unable to 

comply with any of these “SAFETY” items, before further operation of the 
vehicle. 

M. Abigail agrees to immediately contact Abe and/or Amy if a citation, accident or 
emergency occurs. See section; (4) TRAFFIC CITATIONS AND AUTOMOBILE 
ACCIDENTS, and (5) EMERGENCIES. 

 
 
 
(3) INITIAL DRIVING SCHEDULE AND RESTRICTIONS 
 

A. Month 1-2 - In all cases, and at all times, within the first two months, Abigail is required 
to keep Abe and/or Amy informed as to her driving plans, whereabouts and passengers. 
Local driving is allowed. Curfew will be 8pm on weekdays and 10pm on weekends. 
Special accommodations made be made in advance. 

B. Month 3-6 - Abigail is required to keep Abe and/or Amy generally informed about her 
driving plans, whereabouts and passengers. Driving within Collin County is allowed. 
Curfew will be 9pm on weekdays and 10pm on weekends (Times may be modified 
during the summer). Special accommodations made be made in advance. 



C. Month 7-12 - Abigail is required to keep Abe and/or Amy generally informed about her 
driving plans, whereabouts and passengers. Driving within a 90-mile radius is allowed. 
Curfew will be 9pm on weekdays and 10pm on weekends. Special accommodations 
made be made in advance. 

 
 (4) TRAFFIC CITATIONS AND AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS 
 
Any traffic citation issued to Abigail or automobile accident involving Abigail shall: 
 

A. Immediately be reported to Abe and/or Amy; 
B. Result in Abigail taking a certified defensive-driving course, and reimbursing Abe and 

Amy for any associated cost such as: 
a. The cost of the defensive driving course, 
b. Any insurance deductibles or uninsured costs of repairing the vehicle, 
c. Any fine imposed by the courts, and 
d. Any increase in auto insurance premiums as a result of the citation. 

C. In the event Abigail receives a second citation or is involved in a second automobile 
accident within a 12-month period of the first, a modified amendment will be created to 
establish new guidelines for driving restrictions.  

 
 
(5) EMERGENCIES 
 
An “emergency” is defined as any circumstance, known (or should be known) to Abigail, which 
may, in any way, interfere with the safe use and operation of the car. 
 

A. Such emergencies would include: 
a. Any substance that would impair Abigail’s judgement (medications, alcohol, 

drugs); [your safety and the safety of others is paramount, do not hesitate to 
call us for a ride] 

b. Any injury that would limit ability (sprained ankle, concussion, etc.) 
c. Any motor vehicle accident involving Abigail; or 
d. Any mechanical problem with the car which, in any way, might cause difficulty 

in driving the car or might inflict damage to the car/passengers. 
B. Should an emergency occur, Abigail agrees to do the following: 

a. She will not attempt to drive the car; 
b. If involved in an accident with injuries or property damage; 

i. The appropriate police/medical agencies (911) will be notified; and 
ii. She will immediately notify Abe and Amy of the emergency. 

C. Abe and Amy agree that when notified of an emergency, they will: 
a. If possible, help rectify the situation in the case of mechanical problems and the 

like. 
b. If needed, take full responsibility for coming to the site of the emergency and 

arranging for Abigail and all passengers to be taken safely home. 
c. Take no immediate punitive actions against Abigail; however, if Abigail has an 

at-fault accident, such event will initiate the (6) CONSEQUENCES. 
 
 



(6) CONSEQUENCES 
 
Your safety and the safety of others is paramount, and at no time should the “fear” of 
consequences limit you in making the wise and right decisions needed for safe driving. 
 

A. Any breach in the contract will result in a minimum of one (1) week in loss of the use of 
a car.  

B. The consequences related to specific sections of this contract will be enacted. 
C. Additional consequences may be enacted in response to the severity of the breach of 

contract, and Abe and Amy reserve the right to restrict Abigail’s driving privileges as 
they deem necessary.   

 
 
(7) MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Abigail agrees that she will not allow anyone other than herself or an immediate family member 
who holds a legal driver license to drive the car. 
 
Abigail agrees to notify Abe and/or Amy of any suspected mechanical problems with the car she 
is driving.  It is Abigail’s responsibility to monitor mileage, tire pressure and wear, oil levels, and 
gauges in the car for potential maintenance problems. (Abe will teach Abigail the necessary 
aspects of care maintenances and repair.) 
 
As a reminder, Abe and Amy view Abigail as a responsible and respectful individual and driver. 
As such, they will do all they can within their power to ensure Abigail’s life-long driving 
experience is safe, fruitful and fun.  
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
In executing this agreement, Abe and Amy and Abigail acknowledge the following: 
 
 A. The reasonableness of its terms; 
 B. The responsibilities assumed by all parties; 
 C. That they will fully comply with the terms. 
 
Executed this, the __________day of ______________, 20__. 
 
     Signed _________________________________, Abe 
 
     Signed _________________________________, Amy 
 
     Signed _________________________________, Abigail 
 
 


